
The Cricket Loom Has a 
Growth Spurt!
Introducing the new 15" Cricket rigid 
heddle loom
Our award-winning Cricket rigid heddle loom 
has a new sibling! Everything you love about the 
Cricket Loom is now available in a wider weav-
ing width. Our new 15" Cricket has all the same 
features you love about the 10” Cricket—it’s just 5" 
wider. We also have new 15" Cricket stick shuttles 
and pick-up sticks to go with the loom. Good 
news, too: The 15" Cricket still fits in our special 
Cricket bag woven for us by the women at Mayan 
Hands! You can now enjoy weaving wide, luxuri-
ous scarves and table runners, and much more. 
Explore how your patterns 
change and evolve with a 
wider fabric. Have fun with 
the simplicity of the Cricket!

Our Durable Flip Loom Bag 
Gets a Makeover
For the New Year we are stocking a newly-de-
signed, must-have Flip Loom carrying bag. The 
Flip Bag is exactly the same except that we’re now 
offering it in an attractive and functional all-season 
khaki fabric with black trim. This bag goes with 
everything! Enjoy something fresh and new for 
your Flip loom this year. The new Schacht logo 
screened in navy blue looks great on this color. Of 
course, the bag fits all three sizes of the Flip Loom: 
15", 20", and 25". 

Schacht on Youtube
If you haven’t yet visited Schacht on Youtube, 
make sure to stop by our channel at 
 www.youtube.com/user/schachtspindle and check 
out the Schacht videos online. There are useful 
repair tips, interesting spotlights, spinning tips, 
and more. Share with fiber friends! 
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Need some info?  The support section on our website 

offers help in many areas. Check it out for helpful hints, 

product manuals, troubleshooting, serial number history, 

and frequently asked questions.  schachtspindle.com
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So what’s the difference between the 15" Cricket 
($169) and 15" Flip ($240)?  If you’re looking for 
ultimate portability and affordability, then you’ll 
purchase the 15" Cricket. If you want more in 
your rigid heddle loom, then you’ll look to our Flip 
Loom: sturdy, folding, with built-in 2-heddle capa-
bility. You also have your choice of reed and can 
purchase a Flip Trap and Trestle Stand to enhance 
your weaving 
experience. 
Whichever 
loom suits 
your needs, 
you’ll find 
both looms 
a dream to 
weave on, 
reliable, and 
portable.

The original 
Cricket loom 
was hailed as “the right product for the right time” 
and so we say of the new 15" Cricket loom: You 
can’t have too much of a good thing.

Trestle Stand and Flip Trap, shown with 20” 
Flip Folding Loom

Cricket

http://www.youtube.com/user/schachtspindle
http://www.schachtspindle.com
http://www.schachtspindle.com/support/support_info.php
http://www.schachtspindle.com


Weaving Retreat 
Block Island, RI  April 27-29, 2012
Jane is teaching at the Weaving Retreat this year! 
The Weaving Retreat is a great opportunity to 
learn about new weaving techniques (or start 
your practice!), get to know other weavers, and 
take classes from acclaimed teachers including 
Jan Doyle, Fran Curran and of course, our very 
own Jane Patrick! 

Jane will be teaching Making a Scarf: Rigid Heddle 
Loom. In this class students will learn the basics 
of weaving on a rigid heddle loom including warp-
ing using the single peg warping method, weav-
ing techniques, and finishing methods. Jane also 
teaches how to create patterns using a pick-up 
stick as well as finger pick-up techniques. The use 
of a rigid heddle loom will be provided. All levels 
of weavers are 
welcome.

All programs 
offered at the 
Weaving Retreat 
include an oppor-
tunity to purchase 
a Schacht loom at 
a significant discount. This offer requires pre-
ordering in the case of Jan Doyle’s and Fran Cur-
ran’s programs, so please plan accordingly. 

Find out more at s c h a c h t s p i n d l e . c o m 
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The Weaving Retreat is being held April 27-29th 
2012 on Block Island, RI. Tuition for Weavers 
is $700 before 3/1 or $750 after. Deposit is $250 
before 3/1, with the balance due 4/1. This cost 
includes a round trip ferry ticket from Pt. Judith 
to Block Island, accommodation at the Hotel 
Manisses, all meals, wine and appetizers prior to 
dinner, weaving programs, instructors, and ani-
mals tours, 
activities 
with the 
Nature 
Conser-
vancy and 
more. 
There are 
additional 
costs for 
program materials, pre-purchase of looms, 
alcoholic beverages other than the wine prior to 
dinner, and Island activities. 

For more information and to register, go to www.

northlightfibers.com/weavingretreat2012.

See you there!
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Dear Tabby
I have washed and dried and agitated my woven scarf 
and the fabric just won’t full! I wove the scarf on my 
Cricket loom sett at 10 epi.  I was hoping for a fluffy felt-
ed scarf for winter, but instead I have a light and loosely 
woven summer accent piece! My yarn is wool and sport 
weight and I just cannot figure out why it won’t fluff up. 
Please send felting and fulling help! 

–Chilly in Nebraska

Dear Chilly, 

That sounds cold and frustrating. What a bummer to 
have a flimsy scarf instead of the woolen warmness you 
wanted! 

The most important thing to check when buying yarn 
for weaving is whether or not it is a super wash (after 
choosing your favorite colors of course). Superwash 
yarn is great and especially useful in knitting and cro-
chet, but should be used judiciously for weaving. The 
reason for this is that super wash yarns are created to 
NOT full or felt, so therefore they won’t bloom the way 
we want in a woven fabric. 

So, unless you want your final fabric to appear about 
the same as it is on-loom, opt out of superwash yarn for 
your weaving project or combine it with other yarns. 
The yarn label should indicate if a yarn is superwash. 
Note, many sock yarns are either superwash or have 
fiber content that will impede fulling or felting.

If you end up with a superwash yarn that you just 
have to use, try weaving at a finer sett than you might 
normally use, say at 12 e.p.i. instead of 10 e.p.i. Another 
option is to use superwash for the warp and a non-su-
perwash wool for the weft. Mixing the superwash with 
other yarns in the warp is another option.

–Tabby 

Hotel Manisses, Block Island, RI

One of the lighthouses on Block Island, RI

http://www.schachtspindle.com
http://www.northlightfibers.com/weavingretreat2012
http://www.northlightfibers.com/weavingretreat2012


floats create interesting stripes and the final product has 
a unique and intriguing plaid effect. Enjoy experiment-
ing with various warp float lengths and sea grass fringes 
to make your runner personalized and tailored for your 
table!

Structure Plain weave with warp floats and deflected 
wefts.

Equipment

4-harness loom, 8-dent reed, one stick shuttle, one pick-
up stick, one weighted tapestry beater.

Materials and Warping

Warp:  Cable Poly/Cotton 8-ply at 800 yd/lb is more of 
an industrial supply material than a yarn. It’s similar to 
butcher string. Look for poly/cotton twine at your hard-
ware store or shipping supply shop.
Weft: 8/5 Natural Linen at 520 yd/lb (ours is from Yarn 
Barn), Size 0 Sea grass at 225 yd/lb (visit www.basket-

sofjoy.com to find this material).

Warp

Warp length: 2 yards. Allows for 36" table runner length 
and loom waste.
Warp ends: 104. 
Width in reed: 13".
E.P.I.: 8
P.P.I.: 10

Weaving

To start, use 
your linen weft 
and leave a long 
tail to hemstitch 

A Project

Find out more at s c h a c h t s p i n d l e . c o m 
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Nautical Table Runner 
Designed by Jane Patrick and Cei Lambert 
Woven by Cei Lambert

Project Notes 

This table runner features natural colors and subtle 
variations. The linen and sea grass lend a distinctly nau-
tical feel when woven with poly/cotton string. This table 
runner has a wealth of texture and dimension. The warp 

the end of the piece. Weave three picks of plain weave 
with your linen. Hemstitch the end using a ‘three up, 
three over’ pattern. You can find instructions on hem-
stitching at www.schachtspindle.com, click on ‘Yearn-
ing to Spin & Weave’ at left, then select Issue 2. 
In the draft pictured at left, the brown weft denotes the 
thicker sea grass and the khaki weft indicates linen. 
The draft looks balanced, but you will achieve the 
pictured weave effects by using a weighted tapestry 
beater to pack in the linen weft. The thickness of the 
sea grass also creates ridges in the fabric. Weave each 
sequence of 5 picks of linen, beating as usual, then 
beat by hand with the tapestry beater,  evenly across 
the width of the fabric. You should see a slight curve 
or honeycomb effect to the weave. Do not cut the linen 
each time you finish the linen pattern sequence and 
beat. Instead, leave the tail attached to the shuttle, then 
wrap the linen around the pick of sea grass to ‘lock’ the 
selvedge. This will secure the initial pick of linen for the 
next sequence and adds a fun look.
At the end of the piece, after inserting a final pick of 
sea grass, weave another three picks of plain weave in 
linen. Hemstitch the end. 

Finishing

This project will not shrink much due to the rigidity of 
the materials. There will be a good amount of softening 
in the linen, which will continue over time. We steamed 
this fabric with high heat and a press cloth. You can 
cut the end fringe and sea grass fringe to any length, 
keeping in mind that the sea grass needs to stick out 
1-2 inches to be secure.
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