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Need some info?  The support section on our website 

offers help in many areas. Check it out for helpful hints, 

product manuals, troubleshooting, serial number history, 

and frequently asked questions.  schachtspindle.comTM
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New Cricket Stands
Our new 10" and 15" Cricket Loom stands 
have started shipping, so check in with your 
favorite dealer and go have a look. We love 
the simple design and what a snap it is to take 
your Cricket loom off and on. Whether you’re 
lounging on the couch, sitting on the porch, 
or heading to class, this stand provides a solid 
base for all of your Cricket projects.

Have Cricket Bag, Will Travel
Weavers love how portable the 
Cricket Loom is…and what better 
way to take it with you than in our 
special handwoven Cricket Bags. 
Woven for us in Guatemala on 
backstrap looms, these bags 
are available in four different 
fabrics. The Cricket Bag is 
designed to fit both the 10" 
and 15" Cricket Loom.  
Retail price: $55.00
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In case you have an older-model Cricket 
loom without side holes, we’ve provided a 
drilling guide so that you can retrofit your 
loom for the stand brace. We are also offering 
a factory drilling service should you want us 
to drill the holes for you.

10" suggested retail price: $115
15" suggested retail price: $115

Cricket

Get Inspired
Yearning to Weave and Spin
Published nearly every month, this series is writ-
ten with new weavers and spinners in mind. Go to 
schachtspindle.com then click on Yearning to.

Blog—Violet Rose
Our frequent communiqués feature whatever may 
be on our minds—a trip, a technique, Schacht 
news, bits of weaving lore. You’ve mostly heard 
from Jane in the past, but look for updates and 
postings by others of our stellar sales team.  
blog.schachtspindle.com

YouTube
Check out our Baby Wolf assembly instructions, 
Sidekick information, and spinning how-to’s at 
www.youtube.com/user/schachtspindle.

10" Cricket Loom 
and Stand

15" Cricket Loom 
and Stand

http://www.schachtspindle.com
http://blog.schachtspindle.com
http://www.youtube.com/user/schachtspindle
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Dear Tabby
I’m a new weaver and I’m having trouble with my edge 
threads breaking while I’m weaving. What’s wrong?

–Newbie weaver

Dear Newbie, 

I hear your frustration! Once those selvedges (edges) 
start wobbling or popping the weaving gets frustrating. 
This is a common new-weaver problem—so rest assured 
you are not alone! Generally, the reason that your sel-
vedge threads break is due to the sides pulling in (draw-
in). The good news: this is a problem that can be fixed.

When there is excessive draw-in, each time the beater 
is pulled forward to beat, more stress is put on the 
threads at the edges. Also, when there is excessive draw-
in, the selvedge threads may stretch and become slacker 
than the other threads. Because they are looser they 
become more subject to abrasion and breakage.

First, check to see what kind of draw-in you’re experi-
encing. To do this, bring the beater forward to the fell of 
the cloth and see how much the fabric is drawing in from 
where the selvedge thread is threaded in the reed. It is 
natural to have a little draw-in, say between ¼"–½", but 
more than this can cause problems.

To remedy draw-in, allow more weft yarn in the shed. 
Keep in mind that when your weft travels from one 
selvedge to the next, it does not go in a straight line, but 
must travel over and under the warp threads. To ensure 
that there is sufficient length for this to happen, place 

your weft in the shed at about a 45 degree angle.

Another method is to bubble the weft in the shed. I 
find that this is slower than placing the weft in the shed 
at an angle, but I do prefer this method for weft-faced 
placemats or rugs.

An end delivery shuttle can be helpful in managing 
selvedges when weaving on a table or floor loom. (I do 
not recommend end delivery shuttles for rigid heddle 
weaving.) A temple can be helpful especially for linen 
and rug weaving.

Finally, know that as you become more experienced 
(practice makes perfect), your selvedges will be straight 
and smooth—and warp breakage at the selvedge a thing 
of the past.

Happy weaving,
–Tabby 

Weft angled

Weft bubbled

Jane’s Best Bet  
Stocking Stuffers
It’s wish list time! Let your best buddies know what 
your weaving and spinning self would like in your 
stocking. Here are a few of my favorites.

Traps—whether for your Wolf Loom 
or Flip Loom, Traps keeps your weav-
ing accessories handy when you need 
them. From $28–$57

Reeds—as far as I’m concerned you can never have 
enough. When I’m in the middle of a project there’s 
nothing that frustrates more than realizing I need a reed 
I don’t have. Stainless steel reeds for our floor and table 
looms come in 6, 8, 10, 12, 15, and 20 (not available for 
table looms). Prices range from $42.75–$131.

Rigid heddle reeds for our Flip and Cricket Looms are 
offered in 5, 8, 10, and 12-dents. Don’t 
forget about 2-heddle weaving—which 
you can easily do on the Flip Loom.  
Prices from $28–$50.

If you’re hoping for a reed for our 
old-style rigid heddle loom, these can be special ordered. 
We’ll need the width measurement. Depending on the 
size, prices may vary.

Niddy-Noddy—Yes it’s pricey, but 
this handy tool addresses all things 
we wanted to see in a niddy noddy: 
lightweight, balanced, easy to col-
lapse, and adjustable to 2 yard and 
1½ yard. Available in cherry and maple. Prices: $73–$75

Treadle Tracker—this handy holder 
comes with our Wolf Pup Loom, but did 
you know you can order it as an acces-
sory for any loom? You’ll need to pre-
drill holes before attaching. Price: $21

Happy Holidays, Jane
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edge. Using a needle and thread, tack 
the marks together in the center. You 
now have four smaller loops meeting 
in the center. Sew from the center out 
at a 45 degree angle (about 2.75" from 
the top edge) on each of the loops. 
Trim the excess, leaving about ½", 
turn right side out and wash. 

Feel free to add a pompom to the 
top of the hat for a little extra fun.

SCARF
This plain weave scarf is a perfect 
accompaniment to the hat.
Warp: 47 yards of Natural; 47 yards 
of Brown 
Weft: 40 yards of Natural; 40 yards 
of Brown
Warp length: 84" for a long scarf,  
includes 20" for loom waste.
Warp ends: 40 ends 
Width in reed: 5"

Weaving
Be sure you have about 8" warp at the beginning of the 
scarf for the twisted fringe. Weave four picks of Natural, 
leaving a tail 3-4 times the width of the warp. Hemstitch 
using the tail. Weave, alternating four picks of Brown 
with four picks of Natural, until you can no longer get a 
clean shed. Hemstitch the end.

Finishing
Remove the scarf from the loom. Trim the ends to 8" or 
desired length and twist the fringe. Wash until lightly 
fulled. 

to any head size. Because it uses small amounts of yarn 
in the warp and weft, the hat is perfect for experimenting 
with pattern and fiber. The scarf is just as quick to finish 
as the hat.  Enjoy the classic checkered hat and scarf set!

Structure Plain weave.

Equipment
Cricket loom with 8-dent reed; two stick shuttles; sewing 
machine or needle and thread.

Materials and Warping
Yarn: Lion Brand Fisherman’s Wool, worsted weight, 465 
yards/8 oz., in Natural and Nature’s Brown,  one skein of 
each color. This is ample for both the hat and scarf.
Warp: 4 ends of Natural alternating with 4 ends of Brown 
for both hat and scarf.
EPI: 8
PPI: 8

HAT
Warp: 30 yards of Natural; 30 yards of Brown
Weft: 26 yards of Natural; 26 yards of Brown
Warp length: 30" 
Warp ends: 72
Width in reed: 9"

Weaving
In plain weave, weave four picks of Natural alternating 
with four picks of Brown. This creates a simple, classic 
checkered pattern. Weave until you have at least 22" of 
fabric. Because the hat will be be sewn, hemstitching is 
optional. 

Finishing
Remove the fabric from the loom. Fold your fabric in half 
and measure 11" from the fold. Check your head size 
for fit and adjust if needed. Sew a ½” seam. Your fabric 
is now in a loop. Mark into four equal sections along one 

Classic Checkered Hat & Scarf
Designed and woven by Benjamin Krudwig

Project Notes 
This hat and scarf set is reminiscent of classic patterns 
seen in suits and other garments and features a check-
ered pattern woven in plain weave. The hat is woven on a 
wider warp than the scarf, so you’ll warp the loom twice. 
The direct warping method makes this process quick 
and easy. The hat weaves quickly and can be customized 
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Marks tacked 
in the center

Loop marked in 
four sections

Sew each loop on 
the dashed line, 
trim on the red 
line

Benjamin is our super-duper loom packer in our shipping department.


